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Flaming Gorge Working Group 
Meeting August 2008

Live Capacity 3,749,000 AF
Capacity on 8/17/08 3,067,000 AF
Available Space 708,600 AF
Percentage of Full 81.8 %

Reservoir Elev. (Min Power) 5908.00 feet
Elevation on 8/17/08 6022.45 feet
Elevation above (Min) 114.45 feet

Average Inflow 1,540 cfs
Average Release 1,500 cfs 



Flaming Gorge Working Group

• Hydrology Overview
• Spring and Summer Operations
• Projected Hydrology and Operations
• Flaming Gorge Technical Working Group 

(FGTWG)



Hydrology Overview
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Flaming Gorge Working Group
Flaming Gorge Unregulated Inflow

Water Year 2007 and 2008
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Flaming Gorge Working Group
Upper Green River Basin Precipitation Tracking

Aggregate of 18 NRCS Climate Sites above Flaming Gorge
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As of 08/18/2008 with 18 of 18 sites 
reporting, the basin wide 

precipitation is 97.01 percent of 
normal.



Flaming Gorge Working Group
Yampa River Basin Precipitation Tracking

Aggregate of 16 NRCS Climate Sites above Deerlodge Park CO
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Flaming Gorge Working Group
January Precipitation



Flaming Gorge Working Group
February Precipitation



Flaming Gorge Working Group
March Precipitation



Flaming Gorge Working Group
July Precipitation



Flaming Gorge Working Group  
August Precipitation



WY 2008 Spring and 
Summer Operation



Flaming Gorge Working Group
Flaming Gorge WY2008 Spring Operations
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Flaming Gorge Working Group
Flaming Gorge WY2008 Summer Operations
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WY 2009 Projected 
Hydrology and Operations



Flaming Gorge Working Group
Flaming Gorge Operations WY2008, 2009
Most Probable Operations August 2008
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Flaming Gorge Working Group
Flaming Gorge Operations WY2008, 2009
Most Probable Operations August 2008
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Flaming Gorge Technical 
Working Group

(FGTWG)



FGTWG
Flaming Gorge Reservoir

Unregulated April-July Inflow Volume (1963-2007)
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Yampa River Basin - Maybell Plus Lily
Historic Unregulated April-July Inflow Volume Ranking (1922-2006)
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• Achieved targets in average and 
moderately wet hydrologic categories
– Achieved ≥ 18,600 cfs in Reach 2 at Jensen, 

Utah gage for 14 days
– Achieved one day peak of 23,750 cfs

• Moderately Wet target is ≥ 20,300 cfs for one day

FGTWG



• Recovery Program Spring Request – February 29, 2009
• FGTWG Flow Proposal – April 1, 2008
• Base Flow Request – June 17, 2008
• Recovery Program Base Flow Request – July 7, 2008

– Base flows fall within average hydrologic condition to better 
match flows that occurred during WY2008 spring peak

– Reach 1 flows from end of spring peak through September 30, 
2008 average 1,500 cfs

– Research related to non-native fish suppression
• FGTWG Meeting – July 21, 2008

– Average mean base flow Reach 2 is 2,260 cfs

FGTWG



Flaming Gorge Operations WY2008, 2009
Maximum, Minimum and Most Probable Operations August 2008
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FGTWG
Flaming Gorge Operations WY2008, 2009

Maximum, Minimum and Most Probable Operations August 2008
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Flaming Gorge Working Group 
Meeting August 2008

Operations under the Record of Decision (2006 ROD)

Four Step Process for Decision Making

1. Recovery Program Request for Research Flows

2. Flaming Gorge Technical Working Group

3. Flaming Gorge Working Group

4. Reclamation makes the final decision of how to operate.
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